MINUTES OF A CRANHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON
TUESDAY 7th MAY 2019  AT 7.30PM

Present:

Cllr Mike Drake
Chairman




Cllr Teresa Clarke

Cllr Nigel Cooper



Cllr Andy Hopkins



Cllr Marcia Lynall

Cllr Charlie Overs
(arrived at Agenda point 8b.)
In Attendance:
County Cllr Keith Rippington

1. 
 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
The Council unanimously agreed to appoint Cllr Mike Drake as its Chairman.

2. 
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

The Council unanimously agreed to appoint Cllr Charlie Overs as its Vice Chairman.
3.
REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES

a. Village Hall Committee.  The Council agreed that Cllr Nigel Cooper will continue as its representative.
b. Playing Field Management Committee.  The Council agreed that Cllr Marcia Lynall will continue as its representative.

c.  Commons Management Committee.   The Council agreed that Cllr Andy Hopkins will continue as its representative.

4.
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
There were none.
5.
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS IN ITEMS ON THIS AGENDA

There were none.

6.
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 2nd APRIL 2019. 
The minutes were approved and signed as a true record. 

7.
TO RECEIVE THE FOLLOWING REPORTS:

a.
County Councillors Report.  County Councillor Keith Rippington updated the Council upon the potential to create a layby (parking area) in front of the allotments on the Highways verge. He advised that Highways were prepared to help the Council in scoping for the works but were not prepared to help either financially or contractually, however Cllr Rippington did advise that he may be able to offer some financial assistance via his Highways Local funds, depending on costs. Finally, he reported that he will attend a County Council meeting on the 15th May and will circulate details of the meeting via the Clerk.

Cllr Charlie Overs arrive at this point.  
b.
District Councillors Report.  District Councillor Nigel Cooper the following report:

“Now the financial year has ended SDC are having their accounts audited, preliminary pre-audit figures show  a net surplus (i.e. below budget) of  £410k. Strategy & Resources Committee 11/4/19 Agenda item 7 , para 4
At a recent meeting it was agreed to address the problem of homelessness by purchasing a property in Stroud  , to be converted into 6 units, 2 for families and 4 for single persons. At the moment we have to pay for bread and breakfast for people in this unfortunate situation. The cost of this provision will not change but it will be local rather than provision out of the area. According to papers presented to Strategy & Resources Committee 11/4/19 , Agenda item 9, annual  net cost to SDC will be £42,000 .

We have also agreed to give a grant of £ 50k to  Avon Mutual a new local mutual bank , one of 20 being set up. This is in accordance with a Council decision to support local wealth building. Avon intend to raise £20m , obtain a banking licence and set up 9 staffed branches and 21 automated branches. Strategy & Resources Committee 11/4/19 Agenda item 5

The Subscription Rooms in Stroud has finally been transferred to a charitable trust , and will no longer be a drain on Council resources.

Parking is now free  in SDC Stamages Lane car park.

I recently attended an interesting Councillor Training session on Good Decision Making, which focused on the difference between predetermining and being predisposed, particularly relevant to planning decisions.

The start of a new Civic Year is marked by SDC AGM next Thursday, when various elections and appointments are made, but as there have been no elections the composition of the Council is unchanged politically and therefore there will be few , if any, changes”.
c.
Commons Management Committee.   Cllr Andy Hopkin advised that the CMC will be presenting details of the yearly events during the Annual Parish Meeting on the 11th May.
d.
Paying Field Management Committee.  Cllr Marcia Lynall updated the Council upon recent correspondence received from the Charities Commission in regards to the allocation of the Trustees as detailed in the constitution. Cllr Lynall also received advice on the use of the Field by vehicles, these details will be discussed further by the Management Committee.  The Council asked that the Management Committee ensure that the School have adequate insurance for using the Field and also to ensure that a donation towards the upkeep of the field is made.
e.
Village Hall Committee.  Cllr Nigel Cooper reported that a Village Hall Meeting is to take place on the 8 May.
8.
VILLAGE MAINTENANCE.


a.
Village Flagpole.  The Council noted that  the a new flagpole has been erected.

b.
Lengthman Scheme.  The Clerk advised that the County Cllr has asked for any  maintenance tasks to be direct via himself, the Chairman asked that the drainage Grips along the Knoll should be cleared and that any other concerns should be sent to the Clerk. 
9.
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING ARRANGEMENT.

Cllr Marcia Lynall detailed the arrangement for the meeting to be held on the 11th May 2019.
10.
FINANCE
a.
To approve the Accounts for payment.  The following accounts were presented for payment:

[image: image1.emf]I Crowe £50.00 Audit

PATA(UK) £45.78 Payroll

Mr R Balgobin £243.10 Salary / Exp

Cranham Village Hall £15.00 Hall Hire

HMRC £50.00 Tax

Countrywide Ltd £126.00 Grass cutting

Community First £466.27 Insurance

TOTAL £996.15



          The accounts were approved for payment.

b. To complete the Annual Governance Statement.  The Council completed the Annual Governance Statement for the Year ended 31 March 2019.
c. To adopt the accounts for the Year Ended 31st March 2018.  The Council adopted the accounts for the year ended 31 March 2019.
11.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Tuesday 4th June 2019 (Planning)  at 7.30 PM in the Village Hall.
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 8.36 PM 
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